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It is not uncommon when someone is hosting a special celebration event or a 
gathering of utmost importance, an invitation is sent out saying, “Your presence 
is requested.”  When you receive such an invitation, the host is expecting that 
you do everything possible to clear your calendar to be in attendance. 
 

As your Pastor, your presence is requested for a special gathering on Sunday, 
August 21st immediately following our worship service.  Within this Newsletter, 
there is an article entitled, “I Love My Church” that explains the purpose for the 
invite.  Please take the time to read this article, to pray over this article, and to 
commit yourself to being in attendance. 
 

Why is this so important that you be in attendance?  I want to be open and honest 
with you.  The last three years, due to COVID, has been hard on the church and 
on me.  Let’s be real.  When COVID raised its ugly head, the church had to 
make a lot of shifts and changes.  This impacted the lives of our church family 
and it also impacted my life as your Pastor.  Understandably so, attendance fell, 
giving declined, and my workload exponentially increased. 
 

So, am I being a defeatist in my perception?  Well, if you think I am, then you 
really do not know me that well.  In the midst of such adversity, I see so much 
opportunity.  But also, as a realist, I know that I need your help.  Together, we 
can continue to do great things for Upper Seneca Baptist Church, we can 
continue to impact our community for Christ, and we can continue to do great 
things for the Lord.  But it will take all of us coming together as one.  Therefore, 
your presence is requested on August 21st. 
 

Now let me take this invitation one step farther.  For some, it has been a while 
since you have physically worshiped with your church family.  From my heart to 
yours, will you please join us on August 21st?  The church needs you, Christ 
needs you, and I very much need you.  Honestly, I do not ask for much, but oh 
how I long to worship with you again.  Your presence is requested! 
 

Isaiah 6:8 – Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom shall I send? 
And who will go for us?”  And I said, “Here am I. Send me!” 

Your Presence 

Is Requested 



 

 

There is still time to donate 
to Damascus Help through 
the church.  Over the next 
couple of weeks, the church 
will continue to collect non-
perishable food for families 
needing a helping hand.  In 
addition, we will be 

collecting school supplies for children who need 
that extra support. 
 

Please make certain that the non-perishable food 
you donate has not expired.  Also, the school 
supplies include basic 
essentials (backpacks, 
pencils, glue, etc.). 
 

These items can be dropped 
off in the church’s foyer and 
will be distributed at a later 
date. 

During the summer months, the Dive Deeper Bible 
Study takes a hiatus.  We will resume this special 
Bible Study in the Fall. 

Everyone looks 
forward to that day 
when they can retire.  
Well, retirement 
became a reality for 
Sandy Rogers on June 
17th.  After 40 years of 
working with the 
Montgomery County 
School System, she 
retired.  Well, I have 

no idea how many years she worked with the 
school system, but it was long enough to put in her 
retirement papers. 
 

So, if you have not already extended 
congratulations to Sandy, please do so.  And by the 
way, ask her how many years she worked with the 
school system.  I am curious to know also. 

Jacinto is here!  
Jacinto graduated on 
May 21st with a 
bachelor’s degree in 
Computer Science 
from The College of 
Idaho, in Caldwell, 
Idaho and is currently 

working at Hughes Network Systems in 
Germantown.  In his transition, USBC has adopted 
him as our own to help him in the transition of 
relocation to our area.  Let’s give a big shoutout to 
Mireille and Gilles for being Jacinto’s host parents. 
 

Please take the time to introduce yourself to Jacinto 
if you have not already done so.  Also, if you are 
willing to take him around town, taking him 
apartment hunting, or take him out to dinner, please 
make yourself available.  Once he settles on an 
apartment, Jacinto will be needing furnishings and 
help moving in. 

On Sunday, July 3rd, the church was turned into a 
Farm Day and a Picnic Extravaganza as we 
celebrated the conclusion of VBS.  Our tummies 
were filled as we devoured pulled pork and pulled 
chicken sandwiches, coleslaw, baked beans, chips, 
drinks, and dessert.  However, our souls were filled 
as we watched the children of our church share their 
Bible songs, their Bible lessons, and their crafts 
from VBS. 

SANDY ROGERS 

JACINTO 
QUIMUA 

DAMASCUS  HELP  AND 
SCHOOL  SUPPLIES 



 

 

Starting on August 7th, I will be starting a new sermon series entitled, “Blast from the Past”.  Blast from the 
Past is a 4-week sermon series that will go back in time and revisit 4 powerful and inspirational sermons that I 
shared with the congregation in the past.  The purpose of revisiting these messages is to help us see where we 
were then and where we are now regarding our commitment to Christ.  Are we still where Christ wants us? 
 

August 7th 
  Sermon Title: “Homesick for God” 
  Scripture:  Luke 15:3-7 
  Synopsis:  As Christians, we can experience the effects of homesickness when we long to 
  once again have an intimate and personal walk with Christ.  It is time to come home. 
 

August 14th 
  Sermon Title: “Wasted Days and Wasted Nights” 
  Scripture:  Ecclesiastes 10:18 

Synopsis:  Laziness is a very destructive force in the life of a Christian.  This lackadaisical 
behavior often starts outward and quickly moves inward.  Physical laziness can easily lead to 
spiritual laziness. 

 

August 21st 
  Sermon Title: “Responding to God’s Call” 
  Scripture:  Isaiah 6:5-11 
  Synopsis:  God calls each believer into service.  This calling can be challenging at times,  
  but it is always rewarding. 
 

August 28th 
  Sermon Title: “I Don’t Have to Attend Church” 
  Scripture:  Hebrews 10:23-25 
  Synopsis:  It is vital to understand the value of the church.  Without this perspective, a  
  Christian will often neglect the church and in turn miss the opportunity to experience  
  worship at its fullest. 

By Pastor Dennis Felder 

On Sunday, August 7th I ask that you prepare your heart as we celebrate 
communion during our Sunday morning worship.  Let this be a special 
time of self-reflection and change as you recall the great sacrifice that 
Christ made for you.  He gave His all so that you could experience that 
true meaning of life. 
 

Also, at the conclusion of the service, we will be collecting funds for the 
Benevolence Offering.  The Benevolence Offering is our way to help 
others in our community and church who are dealing with financial 
hardships.  
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Weather  Policy 
 

If the church cancels or postpones any service 
or activity due to inclement weather or wintery 
conditions, a cancelation notice will appear on 
the church’s Facebook page, church’s website, 
through church email, and on the church’s voice 
recorder.  To access the church’s voice 
recorder, please dial (301) 972-3686.  The 
church will only post a cancelation message if a 
service or activity is canceled or postponed. 
 

Also, if you have something to be included in 
the newsletter, an announcement, an article, a 
birthday, we are always looking for information 
and new ideas! 
 

Church Office: 301-972-3686  

E-mail: Church@USBChurch.org  

Web Site: www.USBChurch.org  

Facebook: www.facebook.com/usbchurch/  

God’s Plan Of Salvation 

Trust Jesus Christ today! Here's what you must do: 

  

1. Admit you are a sinner.  

 

"For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of 
God;" (Romans 3:23)  
 

2. Be willing to turn from sin (repent).  

 

Jesus said: "I tell you, Nay: but, except ye repent, ye 
shall all likewise perish." (Luke 13:5)  
 

3. Believe that Jesus Christ died for you, was buried, 

and rose from the dead.  

 

"For God so loved the world, that he gave his only 
begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should 
not perish, but have everlasting life." (John 3:16)  
 

4. Through prayer, invite Jesus into your life to become 

your personal Savior.  

 

"For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord 
shall be saved." (Romans 10:13)  
 

What to pray: 

 

Dear God, I am a sinner and need forgiveness. I believe that 

Jesus Christ shed His precious blood and died for my sin. I am 

willing to turn from sin. I now invite Christ to come into my 

heart and life as my personal Savior.  

Next Newsletter Deadline 

August 21, 2022 



 

 

 
The Forever Young 
Luncheon will take place on 
Tuesday, August 9th at 12:30 
p.m.  We will be meeting at 
the Golden Corral in 
Frederick, MD.  Remember, 
anyone is welcome. 

Congratulations! 
 

 
Colin Boyd Bruch 

July 12, 2022 
8 lbs. 1 oz., 20 inches long 

 

Parents: Russell & Erin Bruch 
Grandparents: Fred & Barbara Laudwein 
Great Grandmother: Carol Mullinix 

As students all across 
this country are starting 
back to school, it is 
important that we lift 
them up in prayer.  
Below are three prayers 
for students, parents, 
and teachers.  Let these 
be your prayers as the 
new school year starts. 

 

A prayer for children going to school. 
Dear Jesus, you who promise to be with me always, 
I pray that you would be with me today as I go to 
school.  Bless my going and my coming.  Bless my 
learning and my playing.  Please protect my heart 
from fear.  Please keep me safe.  Please give me 
good friends.  Give me joy this day, and thank you 
for loving me from head to toe.  In your name.  
Amen! 
 

A prayer for parents. 
O Lord, you who promise to guide us through the 
wilderness and to protect us through the storm, we 
ask that you would make us wise when we cannot 
clearly see the way forward, make us brave when 
we feel afraid, make us strong in the face of our 
weakness, and make possible what to us seems 
impossible, so that we might joyfully entrust 
ourselves and our children into your tender care in 
these trying and troubling times.  In Jesus’ name.  
Amen! 
 

A prayer on behalf of teachers/staff. 
O Lord, you who have called and equipped the 
teachers in our community, we pray for them today.  
Watch over them, provide for them, guide them, 
sustain them.  May you be their sun and shield, so 
that they might do the work that you have entrusted 
to them and sense your care in these uncertain 
times.  In Jesus’ name.  Amen! 

On September 17th, we 
need your participation and 
muscle.  At 10 a.m., we 
will gather at the church to 
do our fall cleaning.  Since 
COVID, there are many 
areas in the church that sat 

idle and have become dusty and cluttered.  Now is 
our time to go throughout the church and do some 
general cleaning and organization.  Even if you can 
only give a small amount of your time on this day, 
it would be greatly appreciated.  So, roll-up your 
sleeves and come ready to serve the Lord on 
September 17th at 10 a.m. 

Don’t forget to mark your calendar for July 28th for 
our next Church Chat.  As usual, immediately 
following our Sunday morning worship service, we 
will gather in the church foyer/coffee shop for a 10-
minute informal meeting.  During this 10-minute 
time period, I will be sharing with everyone about 
upcoming events, areas where the church needs 
help, and receiving vital input from our church 
family.  Church Chat is a great way of keeping 
everyone informed about all the activities and 
church events that will be taking place. 



 

 

 

On Sunday, August 21st, USBC will be having a special gathering of our church 
family to prepare our church for a special event entitled, “I Love My Church”. 
 

As we enter the fall season, it is important that USBC has the right focus for 
how to grow our church, how to reach our community, and how to the let the 
gospel of Christ penetrate our lives and those around us.  To help this to become 
a reality in the life of USBC, we will be launching, I Love My Church.  I Love 
My Church will officially kickoff on September 18th with a 5-part sermon series 
appropriately called, “I Love My Church”.  It will conclude on our anniversary 
service that will take place on October 16th. 
 

However, to be adequately prepared for the September 18th launch, there will be 
a lot of preparation that will involve our entire church family.  Immediately 

following our worship service on August 21st, we will gather for lunch in the Fellowship Hall and then we will 
discuss the opportunities and ways that we can effectively impact our lives, our church, and our community for 
Christ. 
 

As we get closer to August 21st, you will be made aware of how you can participate in making I Love My 
Church a reality and a success. 

It is hard to believe, but our children will be heading 
back to school in a matter of weeks.  To help send 
them off with a fun adventure before school consumes 
their time, USBC is planning a special back to school 
party. 
 

On Sunday, August 28th, immediately following our 
worship service, we will be taking all our church kids 
to Adventure Park USA for a fun celebration. 
 

Now, this is where I am asking for your help in 
sponsoring a kid to have lots of fun.  The cost for this 
great adventure is $30.  This will include their playtime 
at the arcade and their food and drink.  To help 
alleviate the cost for our families with children, we are 
inviting you to sponsor a child and cover their fun fee 
of $30.  If your household has no children, what a great 
way to connect with the children in our church. 
 

If you are willing to help in this area and sponsor a 
child, the church will place a special box in the back of 
the sanctuary labeled – Fun Fund.  You can 
conveniently place your donation in the Fun Fund box 
and in turn you can put a big smile of gratitude on the 
faces of our children. 
 

The church is currently looking about 12 children who 
will be attending so feel free to sponsor more than one 
child if you would like.  Or, contribute what God has 
laid on your heart to give.  If you give your donation in 
the form of a check, please make it out to USBC and in 
the memo write – Fun Fund.  The church will be 
collecting donations up to August 28th. 
 

If you would like information about the park, check the 
website for Adventure Park USA – https://
adventureparkusa.com/ (Adventure Park USA is a 
Christian based theme park/entertainment complex). 

https://adventureparkusa.com/
https://adventureparkusa.com/


 

 

This past VBS was a MOOOOOVING experience as we celebrated our theme “On 
the Farm”.  During the week of June 27th through July 1st, we had 17 children that 
came to have fun on the farm and to learn about Jesus in a very special and creative 
way.  Included in this Newsletter are a variety of pictures that share the learning 
and the fun that all enjoyed.   



 

 


